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Background 

 Japanese students' literacy in English as a Foreign 
Language (EFL) was attempted to develop through 
Grammar-Translation Method in the past. 

 

 Traditionally, EFL has been taught and studied mostly in 
preparation for entrance exams to upper schools. 

 

 Now the Ministry of Education places great emphasis on 
communicative skills in English. 
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 Frey and Osborne (2013, p.38) estimated that “...47 

percent of total US employment is in the high risk 

category...in a decade or two” due to future 

computerization in the United States labor market. 

 

 It is estimated that EFL instruction can partly be replaced 

by automatic interpreters /translators in the 2020’s. 

 

 

Rapid progress in technology 
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 RT provides an integrated way of learning English: 

    reading comprehension, oral reading, speaking 

    fluently. Through repeated read-alouds, vocabulary 

    and knowledge of grammar are enhanced.  

 

 RT develops students’ social growth, including 

responsibility, sense of  fulfillment, cooperation, and 

communicative ability. 

 

 Can Readers Theatre(RT) kill more 

than two “birds”? 
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 RT helps read the text deeply, far deeper than 

otherwise, during the process of getting it scripted for 

RT. 

 

 RT improves oral reading in order to communicate the 

messages in the text. 

 

 RT demonstrates a variety of non-verbals such as 

facial expressions, gestures, and body animation. 

 

Can RT kill more than two “birds”? 

(continued) 
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RT defined as 

 a presentational performance based on principles and 

techniques of oral interpretation which seeks to entertain, 

instruct and persuade,        Adams, W. (2003) 

  

  a rehearsed group presentation of a script that is read 

    aloud rather than memorized.           Flynn, R. M.（2004)  
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RT: associated with imagination 

 Presentational theatre …works against localizing action in a defined 
space, because it is concerned with the audience’s ability to help create 
the action imaginatively.      Kleinau, M. & McHughes, J. (1980, p.6)  

 

 Presentational productions …depend on the audience’s ability to 
participate by imagining elements…      Yordon, J.E. (2002, p. 375) 

 

 …project the actualization of the text into the imaginations of the 
audience.                                                    Adams (2003, p.53)  

  

 …the theatre of the imagination…           Coger & White  (1982, p.4) 
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Readers Theatre Conventional (Staged) Theatre 

Presentational  

performance 

Representational  

performance 

Acoustic space Pictorial space 

Off-stage focus On-stage focus 

None in principle 
Costumes, props, lighting, sound 

effect… 

RT vs. Conventional Theatre 
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The Unicorn in the Garden from Fables for Our Time 

Written by James Thurber 

Scripted by Asano Keizo 

 

Reader 1: Narrator for the man 

Reader 2: The man 

Reader 3: Narrator for his wife 

Reader 4: His wife 

Reader 5: Narrator for the unicorn 

Reader 6: Narrator for the police 

Reader 7: The police 

Reader 8: Narrator for the psychiatrist 

Reader 9: The psychiatrist 
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     Once upon a sunny morning a man who sat in a breakfast 
nook looked up from his scrambled eggs to see a white unicorn 
with a golden horn quietly cropping the roses in the garden. The 
man went up to the bedroom where his wife was still asleep and 
woke her. "There's a unicorn in the garden," he said. "Eating 
roses." She opened one unfriendly eye and looked at him. "The 
unicorn is a mythical beast," she said, and turned her back on 
him. The man walked slowly downstairs and out into the garden. 
The unicorn was still there; he was now browsing among the 
tulips. "Here, unicorn," said the man, and he pulled up a lily and 
gave it to him. The unicorn ate it gravely… 
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A scene from a RT performance  
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 the experience of literature through the medium of 

performance, in which the medium itself is seen as 

a process of defining.  

   (Bacon, p.2) 

 (Oral) Interpretation is a means of making static 

words come alive 

 

Oral interpretation 
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In the era of upcoming highly advanced technology, the 
applications of RT are highly likely to indicate that:  

 

1. words can cultivate the human power of imagination, 

2. read-alouds can develop communicative ability, 

3. its production process can make students sociable, 

4. students can be encouraged to live in the real human 
society. 

 

 

Conclusions 
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 Thank you very much. 

ありがとうございました。 

 kzasano@nanzan-u.ac.jp 
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