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Reading prodigious benefits 

• one of the basic human cultural needs 

• mediates information 

• broadens a readers´ perspective 

• brings enjoyment, entertainment, and release from boredom 
and everyday cares 

 

• however, interest in reading is declining, especially in children 
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Children can be encouraged to improve their 
reading experience by creating and         
maintaining a supportive environment, one in 
which literature is valued and reading is both an 
essential skill and a normal leisure activity. 
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teachers, educators, librarians, writers,                        
publishers and booksellers 
 
family, local, regional and nation-wide levels 
 
many initiatives are collaborative and may involve 
the general public 
 
focus on children of particular age groups, interests 
or orientations. 
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Research into Child Reading and 
Readership 

 
• 2 national studies on children and their 

attitude to literature versus television and 
computer activities published in Prague in 
2014. The research was supported by both 
quantitative and qualitative methods 
employing a sample of 1,519 respondents 
aged between 9 and 14 years.  
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• motivation to read books and attitudes to, and 
use of, libraries were questioned  

    reading is still the main way of spending                                      

    leisure time 

    the research revealed significant gender  

    differences in motivation to reading 

     

    readership as developed by teachers 
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The basic results of the research  

• Reading books is still an entertaining method of spending free time for 47% of 
Czech children.  However, 18% of child readers regard reading books boring. 

• The frequency and the duration of reading varies in the course of the year 
depending on the child´s free time and finding the right book to capture their 
interest.  

• With growing age, children perceive the significance of educational books more 
(35%). 

• One third of children read books every day, but another third does not read more 
than once a month. 

• Girls read more often and for a longer time than boys (boys 36mins/girls 48 mins). 
59% of girls regard reading as an entertaining activity as compared with only 37% 
for boys. 

• As main reasons for not reading at all or not reading more, non-readers or weak 
readers (i.e. those who read only once a month) say that they are not interested in 
reading (81%) – usually because they have more interesting things to do (63%). 
44% claim that everything they need to know can be found on the internet 
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Parents´ Education 

• Parents´ education influences child 
readership. 

• Only 8% of children read every day if their 
parents finished their education with an 
apprenticeship certificate. In families where 
parents at least completed their education 
with a school-leaving examination, 15% of 
children read every day. 
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School Reading 

• one third of Czech school children are not given a 
list of compulsory or recommended books to 
read by their teachers 

• children inherently prefer their free choice of 
books 

• the ideal model to follow is to make children  
read a book of their own choice, but  
compulsorily within a specified period of time 
and then make a presentation of it to the whole 
class 
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Scio Research 
(2009-2013) 

• The Reader focused on reading literacy, factors 
which influence it, the number of books read, 
family background, time spent in front of the TV 
set and the computer and school. 26,000 children 
were involved. 

• The Key Competencies project focused on 
problem solving, socio-personal and 
communicative skills and working with 
information. It consisted of a test and a 
questionnaire and 32,000 children were involved. 
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Some key research results  

• The children who read for enjoyment, when they 
are 10 to 16 years old, do better in mathematics 
and have larger vocabulary and expression skills 
than those who read only rarely. 

• It is important during the age of ‚first reading‘ (up 
to about 10 years)  to expose the child to as many 
sources of the language as possible. Also, if 
children start their formal school attendance with 
limited vocabulary, the gap between them and 
their peers increases year by year.  

 
FinRA 3rd Baltic Sea-17th Nordic Literacy 

Conference August 2016  
11 



• The length of  time spent at TV and the computer 
at an early age (4th and 5th class of the primary 
school, i.e. when children are 9 and 10 years old) 
influences reading literacy level.  The 4th and 5th 
class pupils show better results in reading literacy 
if they work with the computer several times a 
week, but not several hours a day. 

• In the past 3 years the average time spent at the 
computer and the TV has significantly exceeded 
the time spent with books. 
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SKIP  
(the Association of Library and Information Professionals of the Czech 

Republic) 

• the largest  voluntary professional organisation of 
librarians  and information professionals, with the 
status of a civil association 

 

• It boasts about 1,400 individual and institutional 
members and 11 regional organisations. It 
organizes various professional and social events 
for its members, publishes a newsletter four 
times a year and promotes reading/readership, 
book culture and libraries. 
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Some SKIP regular events  
 

• The Day for a Child Book 
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• is a pre-Christmas activity. It always takes place on the 
last Saturday before Advent. It is organized by local 
libraries and it usually contains not only reading 
particular books, but also art workshops in which 
children, depending on their age and choice, can make 
some objects for themselves to take home. Some 
libraries organize a theatre performance or a puppet 
show. Libraries in big cities invite authors of children‘s 
books to read selected chapters from their books for 
children on site. 

• local booksellers offer children´s books for sale 
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Library Week, a nation-wide 
promotional event 

• the first week in October and this year it will 
celebrate its 20th anniversary 

• to offer readers the closest contact with 
authors and foreign literature translators 

• Marathon of Reading, or the Great October 
Reading Together 
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• Volunteers, sometimes popular personalities 
(TV announcers, actors, singers, sportsmen, 
etc.) and sometimes authors themselves come 
to the agreed location and take turns in 
reading passages from books throughout the 
day and up to late at night. Sometimes,  the 
event is themed.  Originally, it was intended 
for adult readers, but it has extended to child 
readers in recent years. 
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My Friend The Library  
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• Every two years libraries compete for the top 
three children’s sections in the country and 
the winners are rewarded financially.  
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The We Grow with a Book Campaign  
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• focuses on reading literacy and book support for it 

• provides a framework for cooperation between a 
number of organisations 

• aims both at children by providing plays and 
competitions to foster their relationship with the book 
and also at adults, (parents, teachers, librarians) who 
are offered some knowledge of reading and readership 
theory, ideas for projects supporting reading and to 
sow seeds of inspiration,  recommended book titles 
within various child categories  
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Readers´ Contest  
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• based on a  Swiss project called La Bataille des 
livres 

• created for pupils of the 6th class of Primary 
Schools  

• 81 class collectives have participated this year 

• based on actively motivating children to compete 
with one another  over the thoroughness of their  
understanding of the book and it helps their 
teachers  to bring children back to books and 
reading in an entertaining way  
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A Night with Andersen  

FinRA 3rd Baltic Sea-17th Nordic Literacy 
Conference August 2016  

24 



• a night spent in libraries  based upon adventure, 
competitions, plays and fairy-tales 

• commemorates the International Day of the Child Book 
which is held on 2nd April, the anniversary of Hans 
Christian Andersen´s birth 

• conceived in the CR as a local action at the Bedrich 
Benes Buchlovan´s Library in Uherske Hradiste, a 
district town in Moravia. In 2001 it became a nation-
wide activity and in 2003, it became an international 
activity. Two librarians from the Uherske Hradiste 
library were awarded a medal by the Danish Queen 
Margrette.  
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Where the World Ends 
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• This project commenced in 2000-2001 and every 
year it is given a new theme. Its aim again is the 
development and support of child reading and 
the promotion of library activities innovation.  

    There are several categories of activity: 

• activities supporting child reading 

• literary competitions and creative writing 

• art competitions 

• literary-dramatic club and group activities 

FinRA 3rd Baltic Sea-17th Nordic Literacy 
Conference August 2016  

27 



• This year´s topic - Charles IV 
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Other campaigns and projects that enjoy great 
popularity in the country 

 

• The Whole of Czechia Reads to Children 
Project (Celé Česko čte dětem)  
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The whole Czechia reads to children 
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• nationwide reading initiative with a motto: 
“Let us read to children 20 minutes a day. 
Every day!” 

• in 2009, it won the first prize in a competition 
to determine the Czech Republic's best NGO 
television advertisement 

• a long-term, high profile campaign aimed at 
raising and maintaining public awareness 
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• seeks to encourage a culture of shared parent-
child reading 

• seeks to help children establish a lifelong 
reading habit 

• helps parents play a more influential and 
helpful role in positively influencing their 
children's socio-emotional development 

• encourages parent-child bonding using stories 
as the medium 
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The I have already Become a Reader Project  
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• has been in existence for 8 years 

• Its aim is to support reading literacy and reading 
habits from the first year of compulsory school 
attendance. The first class pupils are registered 
for their participation in  the project by a public 
library in cooperation with schools in the 
neighbourhood. Between December one year 
and May the next year, the library organizes visits 
to the library for the children. 
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• children participate in communal reading and 
discussions with book authors 

• are invited to exhibitions and other activities that 
develop interest in reading 

• are rewarded with a book, which is always a 
newly published, Czech authored  book which has 
been written and illustrated exclusively for the I 
Have Already Become a Reader project 
participants and which will not be generally 
available in bookshops for at least three years 
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Reading Helps  
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• successful charitable project in the Czech 
Republic  

• generates  cca 10 million CZK every year 

• was launched in 2011 by Mr. Martin Roman, 
former director of CEZ, which is one of the ten 
largest energy companies in Europe.  
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• motivates children and youth to read books by 
offering  a ‚virtual‘ cash reward for each book 
completed 

• young readers can then decide which charity 
they would like the reward to be donated to 
as ‚real‘ money 
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• In the first year of operation (8 April 2011 to 7 April 
2012) 90,747 children registered for the project - and 
162 different charities have benefitted. Well over 
100,000 children have registered to date.  Children are 
therefore directly helping disabled people and children 
from socially disadvantaged families; they are 
providing funds for animals in adversity and are also 
helping to sponsor training for guide dogs; they are 
supporting courses on computer use and modern 
technologies for senior citizens. Their help is also 
focussing on children abroad, for instance in Africa and 
in Peru.  

• There are strict rules that participants must adhere to. 
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Concluding Comments 
 

• It is often said that television, computers and, 
the i-Pad and the ‚instant gratification‘ that 
they offer are dominating the lives of young 
people, reducing their attention spans and 
making them lazy in their search for both 
information and entertainment – that the new 
generation lacks the concentration to, or even 
the interest in, the in-depth accounts that 
books offer. 
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• the ‚Reading Helps‘ project is giving a quite 
different picture 

• Given only a small stimulus,  young people are 
reading books in increasing numbers – and 
they are not doing it just for the reward, as 
the reward in only virtual 

• large numbers are now reading book after 
book, both comprehending and enjoying them 
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• As Reading Helps consolidates the ground it 
has gained in winning over young readers, 
much depends on maintaining this 
momentum through on-going guidance and 
encouragement, but we believe the point has 
been emphatically made – reading really does 
help. 

FinRA 3rd Baltic Sea-17th Nordic Literacy 
Conference August 2016  

42 



• There are certainly many other ways to promote 
child reading and it is up to every library how to 
implement them. I have mentioned only those 
which have proved currently  successful on the 
national scale. 

• It is perhaps through concentrating on projects 
where reading is voluntary that comprehension is 
going to be developed most rapidly, because the 
children have to understand in order to enjoy. 
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