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Aim of the Study

is to produce knowledge about which 

characteristics of Collaborative Writing Model 

support teachers’ and pupils’ collaboration and 

teachers’ professional development the best.



Curriculum Reform in Finland (2012 - 2016)

Dimensions of broad-based competences in core 

curriculum

• Thinking and learning

• Cultural competence, 
interaction and 
expression

• Looking after oneself, 
managing daily 
activities, safety

• Multiliteracy

• ICT competence

• Competence required 
for working life and 
entrepreneurship

• Participation, 
empowerment and 
responsibility
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Design-based Research (Van den Akker 2007)



Collaborative Writing Model (CWM)

1. Orientation

2. Studying genre

3. Assignment and

modeling

4. Clarifying the criteria

5. Writing in groups

6. Rewriting the text 

7. Displaying

8. Assessment



Research Question

How do teachers experience collaborative teaching?



Collaborative Teaching – Possibilities 

and Challenges

• Collaboration 

strengthens 

professional learning 

and growth (Opfer ja Pedder, 

2011; Ruohotie, 2002)

• Collegial support

• Pedagogical 

well‐being (Soini, Pietarinen ja 

Pyhältö, 2008) 

• Excessive 

cooperation may limit 

teacher's freedom of 

action (Opfer ja Pedder 2011; 

Repo 2010) 

• The practical teaching 

arrangements have to 

think clearly (Poulos, 

Culbertson, Piazza & d’Entremont, 

2014)



Methodology



Results

Good atmosphere

and feeling (29 %)

Uncertainty and 

passivity (18 %)

Benefits of collaboration (29 %)

Professional growth (25 %)



Teachers’ Experience of Collaborative Teaching
Teachers experiences Descriptions

Good atmosphere and feeling
- pleasure
- smooth cooperation

16

Benefits of collaboration
- successful collaborative modelling
- shared expertise
- supporting pupils

16
7
4
5

Professional growth
- experience of professional growth
- aspiration to expand collaboration

14
9
5

Uncertainty and passivity
- resources and hurry
- withdrawal
- uncertainty
- different kind of aims

10
2
4
3
1



Conclusions

1. Collaborative Writing Model (CWM) 
support teachers’ collaboration skills.

2. Teachers find collaborative teaching succesfull.

3. Teachers experience that collaboration strengthens 
their professional learning and growth.



Discussion

• Teachers need opportunities to discuss, reflect 

and plan collaborative teaching. 

• Different kinds of pedagogical and collaborative 

methods are needed at school.

• This study clearly highlighted the importance of 

designing prototype curricular products in 

authentic school contexts.


