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UNEXPECTED BY PRODUCT OF THIS INVESTIGATION

During the process of the investigation I realized that by elaborating the instruments I was
presenting a series of  strategies  which can  be taught  to foster reading comprehension. Teachers 
did not  seem  to teach comprehension strategies explicitly and there was a need for it.
The question is: How could  they do that?
A possible answer  may be: By providing them with this  pair of gloves to teach ten reading
strategies which tackle the text in its three constituent levels: The syntactic level, the semantic level 
and the pragmatic level, and by encouraging them not to abandon the text until they make sure all 
three levels of text interpretation have been dealt with.

Scrutinize paratextual features: Illustrations, graphics, title, notes… 

Tie up enunciation clues: Who by? Who to? Where? When? Why? 

Relate the text to what you know about the subject matter and the text type. 

Analyze the words you don´t know. 

Throw light on sentence structure. 

Examine how the text is woven together: Cohesion and coherence.

Grip referents to their references. 

Identify the main ideas in each paragraph.

Explore the author´s hidden purposes in  writing this text. 

Sense your own feelings about the text. 

ABSTRACT

Contemporary approaches to reading (Paz & Quinterno, 2009; Cubo de
Severino, 2008; Molinari Maroto, 2008; Grabe & Stoller, 2002; Alderson, 
2000) hold that meaning is created through the interaction of reader and 
text in which readers make use of certain cognitive and metacognitive 
strategies to understand wh
to what extent reading comprehension strategies are explicitly taught  in 
class. The study also explored whether teachers are acquainted with such 
reading tools and whether the tasks used to check reading comprehension 
require the use of the strategies in question. This study highlights the need 
for teachers to better understand the critical role of reading
comprehension strategies in the construction of meaning in the reading 
process, as well as the importance of explicitly teaching such tools to their 
students.

ORIGINAL AIM

taught in class.

METHODOLOGY

A descriptive investigation  based on a multimethod approach:
Qualitative and quantitative analysis of the data collected from
-Non participant class observations with an observation chart to register 
explicit teaching or implicit references to the ten reading strategies under 
study.
-Self administered teacher questionnaires on such reading strategies.
-Analysis of the reading tasks on a task chart.

SUBJECTS INVOLVED

-Fourteen cohorts of seventeen year old students in
their senior year in high school
(with an average of fourteen
students per group) who belong
to the four state-run schools in
Florida Este, Province of
Buenos Aires, Argentina.
The young people who attend these
schools belong to low middle class
families in the neighbourhood, and about
10% of the students have a temporary job.
Each group had two weekly clock hours
in English.
-The teachers in charge of these courses.

RESULTS

CONCLUSION

Findings showed that reading comprehension strategies appeared as
neglected tools in the reading lessons observed. They were not explicitly 
taught in  the classes that participated in the investigation although the 

the study, and many times implicitly referred to in their comments to
students.

point in question as well as some kind of incongruity between what they 
thought they knew about it and what they actually did in class.

   SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

to explicitly teach the ten reading comprehension strategies presented in 
this investigation to foster reading comprehension. 

What teachers actually
did in class

What teachers claimed
they did in class

What teachers asked
students to do

S T R A T E G I E S

0% - 25%

Degree of strategy acknowledgement

50% - 75%

75% - 100%

25% - 50%
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