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Reading and writing in grade 1-2 

(years 6-9) 
 2/3 pupils have cracked the code when they are 

coming to school, 9/10 pupils read by Christmas,  

    1-2 struggle at Eastern 

 

 We get information from pre-school (kindergarten), 
from special ed.teacher, from parents and other experts 
(social worker, school nurse and psychologist) 

 

 The pupils do not have formal reading and writing 
education in pre-school (k) but a lot of playing,  singing, 
rhyming eg  

 
     



Our main points are 

 -  To develop and keep alive pupils joy of    

        reading and writing 

 

...Just write on the keyboard with all your fingers 

whatever you want... 

 

                                                     ”Babbeltext” 

 

 



...or like these ones 



More main points  

 To learn that a letter has a name and a 

sound (eg. MMMM not em) 

 To read, write, think and talk together about 

letters and words 

 To start reading and writing directly from day 

one when school starts 

 To read a lot for the pupils 

 



How do we work in the class? 
 I present one letter/week – starting with the most 

common (a,s,l.o…) and easy ones to build words 
from 

 

 How does the letter look? We talk about the letter 
stretching up to the attic or down to the cellar 
(constructed) 

 

 We are training by writing and using the letter 
verbally, and by reading texts including a lot of the 
actual letter 



How do we work with the sound 

of the letter? 
 Two pupils search for the 

letter in books and around 
the class room 

 I read texts with a lot of the 
actual letter 

 I read words that have the 
letter in the beginning, 
middle or in the end 

 The pupils repeat the words 
after me 

 How does the letter feel in 
the mouth? 

 We demonstrate the letter 
with our bodies and fingers  



How do we work with words + 

sound? 

 What and where do we find words in 

the class? 

 Words from the letter poster 

 Words from our brains, in vocabularies, 

dictionaries, glossaries  

 The teacher writes the discovered 

words on a flip chart 



Flip chart with letter H 



How do we work with the 

appearance of the letters? 

 What does it look like? 

 How to write it? 

   - Write it in the air and on the desk with the 

magic finger! 

   - The teacher writes the letter on the blackboard 

and traces it on a model pattern 

 

   - The special pattern is posted all week 

   - Sometimes we use iPads  

 



How are we training to write  the 

letter? 

 The pupils write the letter in their 
practise books 

 The teacher wants it to be as perfect as 
possible 

 Pupils are expected to do their best  

 The teacher gives positive feedback by 
finding the three best letters and the 
pupil finds three more and the practise 
continues   (pupils own potential) 

 

 



Some examples: 



This is how the pupils are using 

and writing the letter after one 

month in school 
 They are writing 

dictionaries/wordlists 
on computer (in pairs) 

 They illustrate the 
words 

 The teacher gives 
them a short poem 

 They write words after 
a pattern 







     Some pupils can write sentences when          

     they come   to school  

They are writing sentences 

 Pupils write sentences or stories with their 

own words 

 We talk about how to write correct sentences 

and good stories 

 We draw and look at mind maps, pictures and  

instruction posters in the class 

 The pupils do many other exercises (with the 

computer, home work etc.) 

 



Magic sentences 

 Meningar 







How are we reading? Letter 

sounds to words 
 Using texts from different kinds of books and 

papers (fictive- and nonfictive texts) 

 Pupils are reading in the classroom to ”the 
school grandfather”, to each other, to pupils in 
”friend class” (grade four), for adults, at home 

 Teacher and special teacher listen to pupils 
reading ‒is the reading tidious or can they 
read fluently, can they read with feeling, is 
there something that has to be done to 
prevent future difficulties 

 Reading weeks 



Celebration when every pupil has 

learnt or worked with the whole 

alphabet 



Reading, talking and telling 

 We often talk about benefits of reading in 

every day life ”time tables, notes, tv-

programs” 

 We talk about different texts, fiction and facts 

 Pupils are reading/telling both fictive and 

nonfictive stories to each other 

 Friends and adults are often reading to the 

pupils 



Supporting reading and writing? 

 We are often going to the library and borrow 

books for free 

 The teacher and the special ed.teacher work 

together 

 Homework for pupils on individual level 

 There is a learning plan for every pupil.  The 

plan is developed further when the pupil 

needs more support 



2nd grade 

 We continue with more writing and reading 

 Pupils get longer texts in new reading books 

 We train and give the pupils more time to 

create their own texts  

 How can we inspire the pupils to read and 

write more? 

 We ask our selves: Does someone need extra 

support in 3rd grade? 



Thank you dear readers, writers 

and supporters! 

 If you can read and write you can own the whole 
world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

   

 

                                                                                              (Book of Kells – Trinity College Library Dublin) 

 


