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Five Trends (at Least) Impacting 

Instruction for Meaningful Learning  

ÅTrends in the United States 

ÅTrends Mirror  Global Perspectives ð Inviting Connections to Finland 



Five Trends 

ÅCommon Core Standards: Knowledge based learning with attention to 

reading comprehension and cross disciplinary learning 

ÅShifts in instruction to provide studentsõ access to complex texts and 

engagement in speaking, reading, and writing 

ÅShifts in instruction raise questions about access for ALL 

ÅTranslanguaging for learning new languages 

ÅDirections for teacher education  



Three Major Themes 

ÅIdentify and teach to studentsõ funds of knowledge (Luis Moll, 2005) 

ÅExpand studentsõ funds of knowledge through access to rich learning 
environments 

ÅSupport studentsõ active engagement and inquiry 

 



Trend #1: Common Core Standards 

 

ÅKnowledge based learning with attention to reading comprehension 

and cross disciplinary learning 

ÅUsing text based information to support claims 

 



Comprehension Instruction 

Å  Acting on Curiosity 

Å  Teaching Central Concepts 

Å   Comprehension and Critical Thinking  

Å  Content Learning/Knowledge Building  

Å  Writing/Producing Texts  

Å  Student Choice 

Å  Complex, Interesting & Varied Texts 

Å Word Recognition 

Å  Fluency 

Å  Factual Comprehension 

Å  Comprehension Strategies 

Å  Graphic Organizers 

Å  Vocabulary Meanings 

Å  Matching Students to  

    Readers 



 

Attention to 

National 

Reading Report 

and NCLB 
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Curriculum  

is narrowed  

and tightly 

controlled 



 

Creativity and 

critical 

thinking 

suffered 



Achievement 

gaps continue 



Comprehension 

problems persist 



Problems 
 

ÅComprehension problems persists 

ÅOver correction: Skills taught in isolation 

ÅCurriculum is narrowed and tightly controlled 

ÅCreativity and critical thinking suffered  

ÅAchievement gaps continue 

 

 



Spaces of  Comprehension Instruction 

Fluency 



Things We Believe Are Important but 

Never Get To 



Goal of  Building Knowledge 

FLUENCY ACCURACY
  

COMPREHENSION
  




